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Ms. Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Comment Deadlines Established Regarding the LightSquared Technical Working Group
Report, IB Docket No. 11-109

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I am writing to ask the Commission’s help to improve the access of low-income, minority and
other un-served and underserved communities to essential telecommunications services,
including wireless high-speed Internet and cell phones.

I represent an inner-city legislative district in North Minneapolis. Over 75% of my constituents
are members of racial minority groups. My constituents are also low-income, with 53% living
below 185% of the federal poverty level. While unemployment rates have increased for all
groups during the recession, they were higher for minorities to start with and are now higher still.
In short, my district needs economic growth and jobs.

One of the important tools for economic recovery is job growth in the technology sector.
America is competing globally and my district must have access to wireless high-speed internet
if technology companies are going to start and grow in Minneapolis. As the Commission found
in its National Broadband Plan:

Broadband is a platform for social and economic opportunity. It can lower geographic
barriers and help minimize socioeconomic disparities—connecting people from otherwise
disconnected communities to job opportunities, avenues for educational advancement and
channels for communication. Broadband is a particularly important platform for
historically disadvantaged communities including racial and ethnic minorities, people

with disabilities and recent immigrants. G
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